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Hokuso Storybook
Otatsu the Falthful
Nursemaid

Suketane, the Lord of Usui Castle, died at a
very young age. His only son and heir
Takewakamaru was a little boy of three years

~__old at the time. Suketane’s brother Taneuji

was appointed as the boy’s ward. But
Taneuji was a wicked man. He plotted to Kill
Takewakamaru so he could take over the
castle for himself. Takewakamaru's faithful
nursemaid Otatsu discovered the plot, and
helped Takewakamaru
' escape to Kamakura.
Taneuji was enraged when
oy had

escaped. He sent his
soldiers to kill Otatsu. The
nursemaid hid in a reed
bed, but just as the
soldiers were passing by,
she coughed. The soldiers
found her and beheaded her right there on
the spot. Later, Takewakamaru grew into a
great warrior. He came back and killed his
wicked uncle. People in this area still
venerate the spirit of the faithful nursemaid
Otatsu. They make offerings of tea or
roasted barley flour at her shrines, and she -
helps them recover when they catch a cold.
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Enjoy a short hike
in the beautiful

Japanese countryside! %}( e
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