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(a)Japan's Environment Ministry says the populations of 16 species of birds have been

declining at a sharp pace. It notes that at this rate the species could become endangered.

The ministry has been studying ecological changes at about 1,000 locations across Japan since
2003. It has analyzed ecological data collected in woodlands around villages up to March of
2023.

It has found that, out of 106 species of birds, the populations of 16 of them have decreased
by 3.5 percent or more annually. The rates of decline are similar to those of endangered
species that appear on the ministry's Red List. The sparrow population has shrunk by 3.6
percent annually, and the Japanese wagtail population has declined by 8.6 percent.

The ministry attributes (b)the shrinking populations to global warming. It notes that the

problem has reduced the number of habitats that are suitable for the species.
(1 NHK = 2 — 2 G5 [B{23 ] “16 KINDS OF WOODLAND BIRDS DECLINING IN JAPAN” 1 Nov. 2024)
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(Based on “DeepSeek’s breakthrough emboldens open-source Al models like Meta’s Llama”, CNBC, Feb. 4, 2025, Ryan Browne,
https://www.cnbe.com/2025/02/04/deepseek-breakthrough-emboldens-open-source-ai-models-like-meta-llama.html)
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